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ANDREW TUPPER WINS 2009
SURVEYOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

I t was a pleasure to see Past President

Andy Tupper win the 2009 Surveyor

of the Year Award. This longtime

member of CALS has been a strong

advocate of CALS and its members for

many years.

Some of the many committees of which

Andy is an active member are the Board of

Directors, By-Laws, Code Revision, GIS,

GPS Survey Standards, High Tide Line,

Historical, Internet, On-Line Survey

Course, Professional Development, Schol-

arship, Survey Education, and Survey

Advisory Board.

Andy continues to attend Board meetings

and is a very worthy recipient of this

prestigious award for 2009.
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CALS Annual Meeting

CALS Member Richard Contois received a Certificate of Appreciation from
President Wagenblatt for his outstanding work in organizing the hugely
successful Boy Scouts Surveying Merit Badge Day in April.
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CALS Annual Meeting

CALS Firm Member Bob Jackson received a Certificate of Appreciation for
transforming CALS into a state-of-the-art operation by selecting, ordering, and
installing a new computer in the CALS office this summer. Besides continu-
ally sharing his expertise of computers, Bob also represents the South Central
Propitiators Council on the Board of Directors and volunteers to help out at
the Annual Meeting.
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CALS Annual Meeting

CALS Member Jon Kula received a Certificate of Appreciation for his
dedication and hard work in support of the organization. Jon is a Director for
Hartford County. He volunteers each year to work behind the scenes by
transporting all the books and clothing for the Annual Meeting. He also helps
out at the Publications Booth and any where else he can be of assistance.
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CALS Annual Meeting

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE??? Once again the prize for the Pacing Contest
went to Vermont! Patricia Kules, President of the Vermont Society of Surveyors, placed first in the
competition. Last year her husband Bill came in first place. Shown here with Past President Jennifer
Marks, let’s hope that Tricia enjoys her “15 minutes of fame” because we intend to reclaim our honor
here in Connecticut next year.
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CALS Annual Meeting

Map competition winners included:

BEST IN COMPETITION  - Jennifer Fisher

Property/Boundary Surveys -
1st Place - Jennifer Fisher
2nd Place - Patricia Moore-Carter
3rd Place - Reese Roberts

Limited Pr operty/Boundary Surveys -
1st Place - Jennifer Fisher
2nd Place - Jennifer Fisher

Other Miscellaneous Surveys -
1st Place - Alan Bongiovanni
2nd Place - Jennifer Fisher
3rd Place - Joe Stublic

Help Us Earn Money For CALS

CALS Sustaining Member Evan Cooper, through Bearingstar Insurance Group, pledges that for each auto,
home, condo or renters quote, Bearingstar will donate $25.00 to the CALS Scholarship Foundation.

Each QUOTE generates a donation,
not a sale.

Your information is kept private,
and our professionalism is a
priority.

By agreeing to allow us to provide
a complimentary, no obligation
quote you will be helping CALS
raise needed funds.

Call Evan today and make an
appointment. There is no obligation
to purchase a policy.

A completed, accurate quote must
be conducted, via phone or in
person.

800-300-4180
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Superior Instrument offered an outstanding value at the Annual Meeting
that has been extended to CALS members.

Carlson SurvCE is quickly becoming the preferred data collection software for Surveying. Carlson is offering
a one year network subscription RTK with unlimited use. Subject to signing a network use agreement.
With an easy to use tab based menu, and intuitive routines, you can quickly boost your productivity and
capabilities.

This fully licensed copy works with any conventional total station and can be upgraded for robotics and GPS!
Compatible with most Windows hand held devices.

The value of this package is $2,650. and is available to the highest bidder.
Thanks to the generosity of Carlson Software, all proceeds will be donated to CALS.

Visit the following link for more information: http://www.carlsonsw.com/PL_survCE.htm

Superior Instrument would like to thank everyone who participated in our GPS Treasure Hunt, and
auction. Your enthusiasm and willingness to take part in these events helped make this years meeting
one to remember.

We would like to congratulate the following people:
Norm Buldoc High bidder for a GPS rover rental
Robert Dahn Second bidder for a GPS rover rental
Doug Lindquist High bidder for a one year subscription to our GPS Network

GPS Treasure Hunt Top Prize Winners:
Craig Koonz from Bolduc Land Consultants Magellan MobileMapper 6
Joe Stublic from Milone and MacBroom Nintendo Wii gaming system
Russ Hall from Milone and MacBroom Garmin GPS navigation unit
Mike Earley from Jones Engineering iPod Nano
Mike Mason from Mason Land Surveyors Cannon digital camera

Let’s hope 2010 is more “stimulating” than 2009, for all of us!
Respectfully,
Superior Instrument

Professional Development
The following courses related to GPS will be offered at Central CT State University in New Britain for the
spring 2010 semester. The 3 credit course costs approximately $600 plus the cost of the textbook, and you can
register on-line through “continuing education”: http://www.ccsu.edu/page.cfm?p=485 or call 860-832-2276.

CE458 Section 70. GPS Mapping for GIS Saturdays 8am-10:40am. This course will emphasize cm level 3D
network solutions for land surveyors as the final project (the title is misleading).

ETC458 Section 70. GPS Mapping for GIS Saturdays 11:30am-2:20pm. This course will emphasize submeter
level gis solutions for land surveyors and GIS practitioners as the final project.

Both courses will cover the same class material and will provide real world experience in both GIS mapping
and Cm level operations and solutions.

Please contact Jay Doody, at jjdoody@snet.net or 203-933-3850 for more information.



SEEKING POSITION:
1) Licensed Land Surveyor, with extensive knowledge and experience, seeking to obtain a position as a Senior Land
Surveyor and Project Manager for a Surveying / Engineering firm in central Connecticut that has a goal to grow in all
sectors of the surveying market including State, municipal, and private sector projects, using the latest technology.
Extensive experience in DOT, DPW, and municipal on-call survey projects. Licensed in CT, MA & NJ. Well versed in
project
management, GPS & Least Squares Adjustment, and field to finish AutoCAD work. Resume and excellent references
available. #4092

2) Associate Member, experienced as field person with ability to use a variety of instruments. AS degree from Mitchell
College. Excellent references. Willing to travel anywhere in CT for the right position. Contact the CALS office for
resume #4093.

3) Associate Member of CALS looking for full-time position. Hartford County. Eleven years experience. BS in
Geography and AA in Mathematics. Skilled in Autocad Mapping, Eagle Point Coordinate Geometry, Trimble, Topcon,
TDS, Sokkia total stations and data collectors; Leica and Trimble GPS. Excellent references. Contact the CALS office
for resume #4091.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
Fairfield County
Pereira Engineering, LLC is an established Civil/Environmental Engineering and Land Surveying firm located in Shelton,
CT and we are looking to fill the following positions as of August 2009:

Survey Technician / CAD Operator:
We are seeking a candidate with 0-2 years experience in Land Surveying or Civil Engineering. The qualified candidate
MUST be highly proficient with AutoCAD and Autodesk Survey software. Candidate must also be highly-motivated and
detail-oriented. Responsibilities will include downloading field survey data, preparation of CAD survey maps, and other
office/field work all under the direct supervision of Senior Surveyor.

Survey Crew:
We are also looking to bring on an additional survey crew. Qualified candidates must be experienced in boundary, ALTA/
ACSM, topographic surveys, underground utility location, and construction stakeout. Experience with AutoCAD and
Autodesk Survey software a real plus.

Pereira Engineering offers a very competitive salary and benefits package including Major Medical Insurance, Retirement
Plan, Life Insurance including Short-Term Disability and AD&D coverage, paid Vacation, Holidays, Sick Days, and
Direct Deposit for payroll.

Please email resume and salary requirements to: joe@pereiraeng.com or fax to: (203) 944-9945.

Hartford County
Survey Technician/Party Chief - to work on different types of land surveys. Requires excellent knowledge of field
survey techniques using total station and leveling equipment. Knowledge of GPS data collection techniques is required.
Responsibilities include conducting land title surveys, performing existing condition/topographic surveys, boundary
surveys, subdivision surveys and construction staking. Candidates must have 1-3 years of experience.

BSC offers competitive salary and benefits (medical, dental, 401 (k), life and disability insurance).

Please submit resume with cover letter to: Human Resources Department, BSC Group, Inc., 15 Elkins Street, Boston, MA
02127; eamil: info@bscgroup.com; fax 617-896-4301.

No telephones calls, no recruiters, please.  BSC is an AA/EEO employer.

Employment Opportunities
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Brian J. Gaffney, 64, died suddenly on November 17, 2009, at home.
Born April 25, 1945, he was the son of J. Joseph and Doris Brailey Gaffney, who predeceased him.
A lifelong resident of Niantic, he graduated from New London High School in 1963, and served proudly in
the United States Air Force from 1963 to 1967.
Brian had an enjoyable career as a self-employed land surveyor until his death.
The American Legion Turner-Tinker Post in Niantic was his second family, and he served in many
capacities in that organization, including Commander. His service, dedication, and friendship will be greatly
missed.
A lover of animals and the outdoors, Brian
provided a home to many cats who wandered into his life and was a strong supporter of several conservation
organizations. Hiking the mountains of New Hampshire was among his favorite pastimes. He also gave
generously to various charities.
He leaves behind his brother, Joseph W. Gaffney of Richmond, VA.; his sister and brother-in-law, June and
Richard Froh of Old Mystic; several cousins; and his best friend, Eric Kwasniewski.

Donations in his memory may be made to the Turner Tinker Post American Legion in Niantic.

In Sympathy

For Sale

Nikon Total Station DTM-522/3", Crain Tri-Max Composite Tripod, 12' Crain Cosmopolite Prism Pole, Omni
Advanced Tilting Prism w/bag, Seco Prism Pole w/bag, 36" Survey Crew Vinyl Sign with base. Unit is in excellent
condition with only a total use of approx. 100 hours.  Call Luis Santos at 203-395-4656 - $4500.00.

CALS Firm Member  William R. Palmberg & Son Receives 2009 Best Enfield Award

Washington D.C., June 8, 2009 - William R. Palmberg & Son has been selected the 2009 Best of
Enfield Award in the Surveying Services category by the U.S. Commerce Association (USCA).

The USCA “Best of Local Business” Award Program recognizes outstanding local businesses through-
out the country. Each year, the USCA identifies companies that they believe have achieved exceptional
marketing success in their local community and business category. These are local companies that
enhance the positive image of small business through service to their customers and community.

Various sources of information were gathered and analyzed to choose the winners in each category.
The 2009 USCA Award Program focused on quality, not quantity. Winners are determined based on the
information gathered both internally by the USCA and data provided by third parties.

U.S. Commerce Association (USCA) is a Washington D.C. based organization funded by local
businesses operating in towns, large and small, across America. The purpose of USCA us to promote
local business through public relations, marketing and advertising.

The USCA was established to recognize the best of local businesses in their community. Our
organization works exclusively with local business owners, trade groups, professional associations,
chambers of commerce and other business advertising and marketing groups. Our missionis to be an
advocate for small and medium size  businesses and business entrepreneurs across America.
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ANSI regognizes NCEES Model Law Surveyor standard
The American National Standards Institute recently approved the Model Law Surveyor (MLS) standard
development by NCEES.

This standard outlines the requirements for attaining licensure as a professional surveyor. Its criteria are
divided into education, professional experience, and examinations. The standard is used by NCEES as a
guideline for its member licensing boards, which grant licensure to engineers and surveyors in all 50 states
and several U.S. territories.

Prior to being approved by the ANSI Board of Standards Review, the MLS standard was published on the
NCEES home page and in ANSI’s Standards Review and open to public comment.

We’re looking forward to promoting this standard to encourage uniform licensing standards and, ultimately,
better protect the public,” say Jerry Carter, NCEES executive director.

NCEES has been a standards development organization of ANSI, the U.S. representative to the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO), since 2007. Its standard for Model Law Engineer was approved by
ANSI earlier this year. Its standard Model law Structural Engineer is currently under public review.

The full text of the MLS standard can be downloaded at www.ncees.org/asd.php.

The incidence of equipment theft once again seems to be on the increase. South Florida is being hit extremely
hard in recent months. I have also been sent information about recent incidents in Arizona and North Carolina
(actually a Georgia surveyor working in NC was robbed).

ACSM is establishing a database to address this issue whether at the state level or the felderal level.
We need everyone’s help if we expect to make a case that will get the attention of those in the states, and in
Washington, DC, who could help us address the problem. As with other issues, numbers are what get people’s
attention.

Therefore, I am asking for the assistance of the state societies in identifing cases of equipment theft so we can
expand the database that has already been created in Florida, and I suspect in other states. If we can centralize
that data into one database, it will be easier to make our case, whether at the state level or the federal level.
I am also contacting the contractors association to enlist their help, and to find out if they have data on
equipment theft as reported by their members.

On behalf of those who have been victimized, and surveyors everywhere, please advise us of any equipment
theft at trisha.milburn@acsm.net.

Thank you,
Curt

A message from Curt Sumner, Executive Director ACSM
concerning equipment theft...

2010 Dues Notices will be mailed December 1st. Please send in your
payment promptly and don’t forget to include your email address.
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Flood Zone Maps Updated 

By SUSAN SCHOENBERGER
Special to The Hartford Courant

November 1, 2009

John Geckler of West Hartford was taken aback when he got a letter from his mortgage lender telling him he 
needed to buy flood insurance because the federal government had updated its maps. 
 
Because flood-insurance rates are based on the size of one's mortgage, the amount he has to pay isn't staggering: 
$525. 
 
But Geckler, who has owned his house since 1986, knows the flood-insurance requirement will matter a great deal 
when he tries to sell his house. 
 
"The new buyer would be required to pay a significant amount" for flood insurance, he says. "In other words, the 
value of my house went down." 
 
Most frustrating to Geckler was finding out that he had almost no recourse in challenging the federal map 
refinements that moved him and several of his neighbors from a 500-year flood zone into a 100-year flood zone. 
The designation was changed despite evidence that the town significantly lowered the risk of flooding on the north 
branch of the Park River in 1987 by installing a much larger culvert. 
 
Even with a thick folder of documents and support from West Hartford's town engineer, challenging the 
designation would mean paying for surveyors and engineering studies, with no guarantee of success. FEMA 
officials attended a meeting in West Hartford in July sponsored by U.S. Rep. John B. Larson, but Geckler says they 
provided little encouragement for homeowners questioning their flood zone designations. 
 
"They want me to prove to them that they were wrong," Geckler says. 

'Like A Ton Of Bricks' 

 
Diane Ifkovic, who works for the state Department of Environmental Protection and coordinates the National Flood 
Insurance Program for the state, says the flood map changes are a tough pill to swallow for residents who are 
moved into a flood zone. 
 
"The contours have gotten smaller, so because of that, some people are being taken out, but more important are the 
ones being put into a flood plain," she says. "It hits them like a ton of bricks." 
 
Ifkovic saw the frustration last year when Hartford and Middlesex counties received their updated maps. Since the 
legislation funding the map refinements didn't require notification to homeowners, many found out only when their 
banks sent them a letter about the required flood insurance, which can range from several hundred dollars to $1,000 
or more annually on top of homeowner's insurance, depending on the size of the mortgage. 
 
Fairfield, New Haven and New London counties are due to receive their new maps next year, and once they do, 
Ifkovic wants residents to know they can check with their town halls to find out if they have been moved into a 
flood zone. If they have, they can buy flood insurance at a lower rate before the designation takes effect. 
 
"If you buy the insurance before that change, you're going to lock in that lower zone rate," she says. "You save a 
good amount of money." 
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More Refined Topography 

 
With $1 billion from Congress, FEMA embarked on a map-modernization program in 2004 with the intent of 
improving local flood maps, many of which have been on the books for decades. According to a report on the map 
refinements by the U.S. General Accounting Office, "floods inflict more damage and economic losses upon the 
United States than any other natural disaster. During the 10 years from fiscal year 1992 through fiscal year 2001, 
flooding caused over 900 deaths and resulted in approximately $55 billion in damages." 
 
The program was designed to produce more accurate maps to help national, state and local officials "mitigate and 
manage risk," the GAO report says. 
 
With the program nearing an end, Ifkovic says, "You're going to hear a bell tolling nationwide next year" when a 
lot of the new maps take effect. "Mostly what they did was convert maps into a digital format," Ifkovic says. "The 
topography got more refined … data got more refined." 
 
As a result, some properties that were previously in a flood plain were moved to the other side of the line, and 
others were moved in. Particularly hard hit last year was West Hartford, where hundreds of homeowners were 
affected by the shifting lines, Ifkovic says. She praised the town for its effort to identify who would be affected and 
for notifying as many as possible by mail. 
 
That wasn't an easy task, according to Town Manager Ron Van Winkle. 
 
"They gave us the maps and we had to hire an outside engineering firm so that we could identify the actual 
properties," Van Winkle says. 
 
When people are taken out of the flood plain, he says, "we don't get any complaints from them." But for those who 
are put in, it's a different story, especially when the homeowner disagrees with the designation. 
 
"We've had a number of people undertake a Letter of Map Revision to get their home taken out of the flood plain," 
Van Winkle says. "In some cases, if the flood plain touched the corner of your property, the bank could require 
flood insurance." 
 
West Hartford Town Engineer David Kraus has tried to assist homeowners, including Geckler, with their cases. 
Based on his experience, he recommends that homeowners in the three counties due to come online in 2010 check 
their status as soon as the maps are available. 
 
"It's very important to stress the timelines to get premiums locked in under the grandfather clause," he says. "People 
don't recognize it as an issue." 

Flood Zone Maps continued...

Land Surveyor Licensing fees will be going up to $285.00.
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Challenging FEMA 

 
After Geckler learned about his flood-zone designation, he tried to find out if FEMA took into account the 
extensive work performed by the town in 1987 to replace the culvert near his home with a much larger one. 
 
"The really key question I asked FEMA was, 'How were the alterations incorporated into the modeling that now 
places my house, and several other surrounding houses, within the 100-year flood zone?'" 
 
Geckler says the new culvert — which costs the town hundreds of thousands of dollars to construct — more than 
doubled the capacity of the old culvert and increased the flow rate exponentially. 
 
"How was that taken into consideration? They basically gave me no answer," he says. "Meanwhile, I, as a property 
owner, am forced to pay for flood insurance." 
 
Geckler wonders if he could have disputed the change if he had known about it earlier, and it troubles him that 
FEMA has not been required to notify homeowners before their banks do. 
 
"That's why it bothers me," he says. "I was not given an opportunity to question the changes prior to them being 
implemented." 
 
Ifkovic recommends that all home buyers check with town hall before buying a piece of property. If a homeowner 
selling the property doesn't have a mortgage, they would not be required to have flood insurance, so the buyers 
might not find out about the flood-zone designation until the last possible moment. 
 
"Real estate agents probably should be warning people to check," she says. "You're probably not going to be told 
until closing because that's when the bank checks it." 
 
For those trying to dispute their flood zone designation, Paul Mounds, who handles district communications for 
Larson's office, recommends that people contact their congressional representative if they have problems 
communicating their concerns to FEMA. 
 
• For information about the program, go to www.fema.gov.  

Copyright © 2009, The Hartford Courant 

Flood Zone Maps continued...
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SUPPORT YOUR SUSTAINING  MEMBERS
AEROTECH 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 
Providence, RI 

David Calvi - (401) 351-0600 
 

ALPHA IMAGING, INC. 
COPIERS,  SCANNERS, PRINTERS, FAX 

Newington, CT 
John Bruno - (860) 667-2064 

 

AXIS GEOSPATIAL NE, LLC 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 

Fairmont, NY 
Christopher Nash – (585) 388-2010 

 

BEARINGSTAR INSURANCE GROUP 
Home, Auto & Other Personal Insurance Needs 

Avon, CT 
Evan Cooper - (800) 300-4180 

 

CAMILLERI & CLARKE ASSOCIATES 
INSURANCE CENTER 
Wethersfield, CT 

Robert D. Camilleri - (860) 257-4555 
 

DESIGN PRODUCTS, CO. 
ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

Newington, CT 
Fred Lagosh - (860) 666-8573 

 
EASTERN TOPOGRAPHICS 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 
Wolfeboro, NH 

Wayne Kelloway - (603) 569-2400 

 
ENGINEERSUPPLY.COM 

ENGINEERING &  SURVEYING  
INSTRUMENTS & SUPPLIES 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
Rob Powell - (800) 591-8907 

 
FENNER & ESLER AGENCY 

PROFESSIONAL L IABILITY FOR  
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS 

Oradell, NJ 
Timothy P. Esler - (201) 262-1200 

 

GEOMAPS INTERNATIONAL 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 

Bethpage, NY 
William Crawbuck - (516) 827-9100 

 

GOLDEN AERIAL SURVEYS 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SRVICES 

Newtown, CT 
Lenny Johnson - (203) 426-3322 

 

IMAGINiT TECHNOLOGIES 
ENGINEERING SOFTWARE,  CONSULTING SERVICES & TRAINING 

Manchester, NH 
Andrea Smith - (877) 724-3223 

KEYSTONE PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 
SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS & SUPPLIES  

Sherman, CT   
Paul Carver - (888) 443-9840 

David Shirley – (888) 443-9840 
 

LAFAVE, WHITE & MCGIVERN 
PHOTOGRAMMETRIC MAPPING/DIGITAL ORTHOS 

Theresa, NY 
Daren L. Morgan - (315) 628-4414 

 
LAND INTEGRATED USE  (LIU) AERIAL 

SURVEYS, LLC 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 

Watertown, CT 
Maan-Nan Liu - (860) 274-5956 

 

MAINE TECHNICAL SOURCE 
SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS & SUPPLIES  

Woburn, MA 
Tanya Haller -  (800) 322-5003 

 

MICRODESK, INC. 
Civil Engineering & Surveying Software 

Nashua, NH 
Robin Adams - (800) 336-3375 

 

MICROSURVEY 
Land Surveying Software 

Westbank, BC 
Katie Detlor - (800) 668-3312 

 
THE STAKE COMPANY 

SURVEY STAKES & IRON PINS (30”  &  36”) 
East Windsor, CT 

Donna Charette - (860) 623-2700 

SUPERIOR INSTRUMENT 
SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS & SUPPLIES  

Milldale, CT 
Mike Jiantonio - (888) 852-7377 

 

TRIMBLE NAVIGATION 
SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS & SUPPLIES  

Westminster, CO   
Heather Silvestri - (720) 587-4487 

 

UPDIKE, KELLY & SPELLACY 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 

HARTFORD, CT 
Kevin Reynolds - (860) 548-2630 

 

WADDELL & REED 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

HARTFORD, CT 
Matthew Peak - (860) 424-0004 X118 

 

WSP SELLS 
AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY SERVICES 

Middlefield, CT 
Scott W. Duncan, P.C. - (860) 349-7061 


